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SAN MARCO CATHOLIC CHURCH



851 San Marco Road
Marco Island, Florida 34145 
239-394-5181
www.sanmarcochurch

SHARING YOUR TIME AND TALENTS






The following is a list that briefly describes the stewardship opportunities at San Marco Catholic Church.  For additional information on how you can share your time or talents please contact the ministry coordinators listed below.  We invite and encourage you to take an active part in your parish community.  The rewards are out of this world.



Councils



  The Parish Pastoral Council is a consultative and advisory body that collaborates with the Pastor in formulating parish policy and serving as a vehicle for communication with the parish community.  The council strives to establish goals and objectives that respond to our Parish Mission Statement and parishioner needs, as well as to utilize the gifts and talents of all parishioners.  The council, represented by both elected and appointed members, meets on the second Wednesday of the month from September to May.  Some “homework” may be required between meetings regarding issues brought before the Council.  Anyone interested in serving on the Council should contact Jerry Katchmar at 239-394-1784.

Liturgical Ministries



  Altar Servers (Students) assist the priest during the liturgy.   Boys and girls who have received their First Eucharist are welcome to join in this very important ministry.  They help to prepare the altar, to light the candles and assist with other tasks. Training for all altar servers is provided.  Call Mike or Janet Stapleton at 239-389-0531 for more information. 

  Altar Servers (Adults) have an opportunity to reclaim their youth by serving at weekday and Saturday morning Masses.  Altar servers have a visible and active role in the greatest of all prayers, the Mass, as they assist the priest on the altar. To offer your services call Bill Christ at 239-389-0945.

 

Ministers of the Word are Lectors that have been auditioned and trained prior to serving.  In the Sacred Liturgy, we are fed at the Table of the Word as well as the Table of the Eucharist.  Like the bread and wine, the Word of God is a source of nourishment and spiritual food.  We treat the Word of God with the same reverence we have for the Holy Eucharist.   Through its proclamation we experience the saving power of God and Christ is made present to his people.  Therefore, it is essential that Lectors prepare the readings, speak clearly and convey a sense of reverence for the Scriptures.   Contact Hilda Brosky at 239-389-4972.

  Ministers of Communion assist the Church in carrying out the wishes of our Lord so that all may receive his Body and Blood.  Our Lord Jesus asked Peter to “feed my lambs; feed my sheep”.  It is a privilege and challenge to serve at the Table of the Lord, a privilege to share this Sacred Meal with our brothers and sisters, and a challenge to become what we give, to be Christ in the world by the example of our lives.  This ministry is an opportunity to grow in holiness and to deepen our appreciation of the sacred liturgy.  Although we feel unworthy, we serve because of the need and by the grace of God.  Contact Hilda Brosky at 239-389-4972.

  Communion to the Homebound provides communion so that those who are ill or infirm are not deprived of the graces and comfort of the Sacrament and so that they know the prayers of our community are with them. Ministers of Communion bring the Holy Eucharist to the homebound, using prayers and readings prescribed by the Church. For more information, please call Bill or Roseanne Christ at 239-389-0945.  To  protect our most vulnerable, this ministry requires training, screening and fingerprinting of all volunteers.

  Ushers are ministers of welcome and hospitality.  They greet parishioners and help them with seating, receive their offerings, facilitate the Presentation of Gifts, direct the Communion process, and distribute Church bulletins. Together, they work to maintain an overall welcoming and prayerful environment. For more information about this ministry of hospitality, contact John Coretti at 239-642-9582.
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Music Ministry



  The Adult Choir provides an opportunity for men and women from the San Marco Catholic Church community to share the gift of music.  As St. Augustine is quoted to have said, "He who sings prays twice."  Volunteers train and develop their skills in pitch, rhythm, timbre, melody and harmony while learning to sing inspiring songs for the glory of God.  They meet one night a week for one hour and a half and sing for one mass per weekend.  New members are always welcome. If you would like to join, please call  Jane Simmons at 239-394-5181 Ext. 15.

 
  
 
  Cantors are song leaders specially trained to encourage assembly participation by inviting all present at Mass to sing
  psalms, responses, acclamations and inspiring hymns.  It is the main purpose of the cantor to proclaim the Word of God in the Responsorial Psalm and Gospel Acclamation.  Individual training is required. Please call Jane Simmons 239-394-5181 Ext. 15 for more information.

  The Children’s Choir invites our children to share the gift of music with our church community.  All children are welcome, from Kindergarten through High School.  The children’s choir participates in singing at 2 masses per month.  In addition, they have the opportunity to take part in inspiring musical presentations throughout the year such as Advent by Candlelight, Christmas Eve Mass, and this past year, “The Tale of Three Trees”.  We have recently begun a youth cantor program, training these young men and women as song leaders for the parish.  New members are always welcome. If you would like to join, please call Jane Simmons at 239-394-5181 Ext. 15.
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Prayer Ministries




  The Blessed Sacrament Chapel is a unique grace and blessing in our parish.  Come and be still before our God and take advantage of this special opportunity for prayer, adoration and thanksgiving before the Blessed Sacrament.  We encourage you to stop by whenever you can or make a commitment to the Lord by setting aside a specific period of time each week for Adoration.  The benefits are out of this world!   The Chapel is open Monday through Saturday from 7:30 am to 7:00 pm.   Any questions?   Please call all the parish office at 394-5181. 

  Chapel Gatekeepers assist the parish by closing the Chapel every evening except Sundays.  It is because of their dedication that we are able to provide extended hours for prayer and adoration.  If you would like to help, please contact Hilda Brosky 239-389-4972.

   Centering Prayer Workshop - “If you wish to pray, go to your inner room, shut the door behind you, pray to your Father in secret, and He Who sees in secret will reward you.” (Matthew 6:6)  Centering Prayer, a method for opening and deepening our relationship with God, renews the Christian contemplative tradition of silence, solitude and simplicity. Throughout the ages Christian tradition has taught that prayer is not something to do or say, but rather a relationship between us and the Divine Indwelling.  The workshop includes DVD and CD presentations from world renowned spiritual leaders who will instruct us in the methods for Centering Prayer as well as guided practice in Centering Prayer and group discussion. All are welcome.  For information call Marie Brassard at 239-393-2509.

“Let us not grow tired of doing good…..while we have the opportunity, let us do good for all.”  
Galations 6:9-10
  


   Centering Prayer Gatherings - “Be still and know that I am God.”  This simple Wisdom saying is an invitation from God, a call to set aside all activity, to come in silence to an intimate relationship with the Beloved.  Centering prayer practice, 20 minutes of wordless prayer, teaches us how to sit in silence, being with God and knowing it, on the level of the heart.  We gradually learn how to open our minds and hearts, our whole being, beyond thoughts, words and emotions, and how to consent to the indwelling presence and action of the Divine. Accept this invitation to experience centering prayer, after the last morning Mass, and come to know that contemplation is within your reach!  Prayer gatherings are on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. Call Marie Brassard 239-393-2509 for more information.
	
  The Divine Mercy Holy Hour includes prayers of adoration, thanksgiving, petition and praise of Divine Mercy, the greatest attribute of God.  There are also intervals of silent prayer.  This devotion is in accordance with the mystical revelation on Divine Mercy given by our Lord Jesus to St. Mary Faustina. The Holy Hour takes place on Fridays from January to May at 3 pm in the Chapel of the Main Church. Please call Deacon Mike Cristoforo at 239-394-5181.

  Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer has been an integral part of the prayer life of the Church for centuries.  These beautiful psalms and prayers of praise and thanksgiving are said in community, Monday through Saturday immediately after the last morning Mass.  Further sanctify your day by participating in this short period of community prayer celebrated not only in monasteries or convents, but by the universal Church throughout the world. For more information, call Deacon Mike Cristoforo at at 239-394-5181 or Hilda Brosky at 239-389-4972.Faith Development and Catechesis


  The Novena for Our Sorrowful Mother held every Monday evening at 7 pm in the Chapel of the Church, had its origins in 13th century Italy. In the 1930’s it was promoted by US Archbishop Mundelein of Chicago and has been held in our parish since 1987. San Marco is the only site for this Novena throughout Southwest Florida. It takes about 30 minutes and is an excellent means of petitioning our Blessed Mother to intercede for our special intentions.  For information, contact John Sbertoli at 239-404-5361.

  Rosary for Life meets on Monday nights at 6:30 pm in the Chapel of the Church Join us as we pray the Rosary for the conversion of hearts and minds.  We ask Our Lord to help our nation to embrace a culture of life and a respect for the sanctity of life from fertilization to natural death.  Call the Parish Office at 394-5181 if you have any questions about the Rosary for Life.

  The Yes, Lord Prayer Group helps participants to grow in faith and love of God and in service to His people through gifts given by the Holy Spirit. The meeting’s format includes joyful praise and worship, listening to God’s word, a brief teaching with group sharing and prayers of petition. We meet Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in the Parish Center.  For information, call Nancy Fine 239-642-6083 or Mary Ann Hansen 239-394-2864. 

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve  one another as good stewards of God’s 
varied grace.”  1 Peter 4:10

 
 Lectio Divina focuses on helping participants to know God and themselves better through study, reflection and meditation on selected Scriptural texts.  Every Monday after the last morning Mass, participants meet in the Parish Center to pray together and share spiritual experiences and insights after several successive readings of the same Scriptural text.  Lectio Divina or divine reading is a process whose goal is to achieve the deep communion with God, the free gift of God that we refer to as contemplation.   During the last part of our session, we try to make ourselves open to this gift through a period of both internal and external silence.   Contact Bill Roche at 678-740-6560 or Mary Ann Hansen at 239-394-2864.

  Men’s Prayer and Support Group meetings are held in the Parish Center at 8:45 am on Thursdays.   This group is informal and unstructured. There are no officers, no dues, and no required attendance – meetings will start with prayer involving all present and continue with dialogue on any pertinent issues those in attendance wish to discuss namely, religious, moral, social, economic, political, health, etc.  The purpose of this group is to not only bring us together in prayer, but enable anyone in attendance to voice an opinion or make a statement on any issue that may affect some or all of us.  All are welcome.  A Continental Breakfast will be available.  Any questions call Deacon Mike Cristoforo or Deacon John Minicozzi in the Parish Office at 394-5181.

[image: C:\Users\Maureen\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\X2W3IJ0P\MC900048037[1].wmf]

 


[bookmark: _GoBack]  The Family/Youth Ministry involves the whole family in faith formation activities, which are usually held bi-monthly on Monday evenings. Age appropriate instruction is provided for children while their parents, who are the “first educators” attend adult sessions to give them structure and support as they guide their children to live out their faith. Middle school and high school students meet in separate groups for faith formation and social activities. Other activities throughout the year include vacation bible school for children, retreats and bible study for middle and high school students and a “theology of the body” program for teens. Volunteers are welcome and always needed!  Join our team to help organize and implement this important ministry.  Call Kim Adamson 239-394-5181, Ext. 13.  This ministry requires screening and fingerprinting of all volunteers.

  RCIA    The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults is a process for welcoming and initiating adults who want to live their lives as Christians in the Catholic faith. Catechumens are prepared to receive the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist), learning about the meaning of Christianity and the sacraments and preparing themselves spiritually for this journey of faith. Candidates who have already been Baptized and seek full communion with the Church prepare for the reception of Confirmation and Eucharist. The entire San Marco parish becomes involved through the different Rites that are celebrated in a process known as the Catechumenate.  Catechumens are received into the Church at the Easter Vigil Celebration. For more information, call Kim Adamson 239-394-5181, Ext. 13.

  
  Adult Faith Formation offers a variety of programs designed to be both educational and transformational.  Sessions often utilize video presentations or lectures followed by opportunities for prayer, animated dialogue and group discussions.  Our next program, “Catholicism: A Journey around the World and Deep Into the Faith” utilizes a new 10-part DVD program developed by Catholic Word which reveals the truth, beauty and richness of the Faith in an unprecedented way.  Learn what Catholics believe and why, by exploring the art, architecture, literature, music and the riches of the Catholic tradition.  Sessions will be held in the Parish Center on Wednesday afternoons at 1:00 pm. Contact Bill Roche at 678-740-6560 or at dbroche@marcocable.com

  Spiritual Enrichment  focuses on enriching the spiritual life and faith experience of San Marco parishioners through multi-session programs.  Activities often involve small group discussions to ensure programs are meaningful and to encourage community building within our parish.  You are invited to join the leadership team for this ministry which oversees the selection and execution of our programs. Team members facilitate discussion groups and help with hospitality and administration. No special training is required, but members of the leadership team should be committed to developing a mature faith and willing to explore a range of spirituality topics from a Catholic perspective. Recent programs have dealt with helping participants to develop a contemplative lifestyle.   Please join us on Tuesday afternoons 2012 in the Parish Center. Contact Phil Robers at (610) 659-7827 or at probers@comcast.net for more information.
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Service Organizations





The Council of Catholic Women at San Marco Parish is one of 7,000 affiliates of the National Council of Catholic Women striving to support, empower and educate Catholic women in spirituality, leadership and service.  Our programs emphasize Gospel values as they respond to the needs of the church and society.  Council members sponsor the gift shop located in the church as well as spiritual programs, retreats, dinners, luncheons, concerts and a fashion show to raise money for scholarships, area charities and the San Marco Parish.  Full or part time residents are cordially invited to join us.  Meetings are held in the Parish Center on the second Thursday of the month at 9:30 am.  CCW membership is a great opportunity to enhance your spiritual fulfillment as well as to make new friends!  Call Louise Van Cleef at 239-642-9272.


“Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us exercise them.” 
Romans 12:6




The Knights of Columbus at San Marco Parish is part of the world’s largest Catholic lay organization (with over 1.7 million members) which works closely with the Holy See to further the Church’s goals.  The Knights are devoted to the principles of charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism.  We provide members and their families with volunteer opportunities serving the Church, the community, families and young people.  Knights form the honor guard for church dignitaries and ceremonies and sponsor many parish-wide activities including dinners, dances, bingo, and parish picnics as well as  programs including a golf tournament, handicapped drive and Habitat Build.  Meetings are held in the Parish Center on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:30 pm.  All Catholic men are invited to join the San Marco Knights of Columbus Council #6344 by calling Grand Knight Al Bismonti at 239-389-5604.

The Columbiettes at San Marco Parish is a unified body of Catholic women who work side-by-side with the Knights of Columbus.  Our 14 Auxiliary Chapters throughout Florida are growing rapidly.  Membership meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the first Tuesday of the month in the Parish Center.  All Catholic women in our community are welcome to join.  For information call Joan Pidherny at 239-642-1447.
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Support Ministries


  


  Bereavement Support offers consolation and hospitality to those who have lost a loved one.  Our members assist survivors as they make funeral arrangements, plan the funeral Mass, memorials, receptions and perform other necessary tasks. Membership in this important ministry is open to men and women with “compassionate hearts.”  Training is provided.  Please call Jerry or Carolyn Katchmer                       at 239-394-1784

  Grief Support – Anyone who has experienced the death of a loved one is encouraged to attend our sessions.  You will share common experiences and learn coping strategies, explore and share solutions to problems, find emotional outlets and receive support from your peers.  Meetings are held every Friday at 1 pm in the Parish Office Building.  For further details, please call Carolyn Katchmar, Licensed Clinical Therapist 239-394-1784.

  The “Friends of Martha and Mary,” (a Committee of the Council of Catholic Women) oversees and keeps our worship space and the sacristy in good order.  We launder and iron Altar cloths, purificators, dishtowels, washcloths and the albs worn by the Priests. Every Friday the holy water fonts at all Church entrances are cleaned and refilled; the sanctuary area and sacristy are dusted and the pews “tidied up” so that we look our best for our Sunday liturgies.  Men and women are welcome.  As you might expect, the greatest need is during season.  There are four teams, so volunteers will not have to serve every week.  Please contact Maggie Malone 239-394-3676 or Hilda Brosky 239-389-4972.  


  Literacy Volunteers on Marco Island includes parishioners from San Marco Catholic Church who teach illiterate and non-English speaking adults to read, write and speak English.  We generally meet with students on Marco Island for 1 to 2 hours per week, providing one-on-one tutoring that helps them to learn skills they need to improve their personal lives and work opportunities.  Join us in this important helping ministry that can give a woman or man a critical life-long skill to enhance their future potential and quality of life.  No ability to speak a foreign language is required and training is given to all volunteers.  For more information, call Bill Roche 678-740-6560 or Susanne Grossman 239-389-2714.
 
  The Knitters & Crocheters of San Marco meet every Thursday from 1 to 3:30 pm in the Parish Center to work on very special outreach projects: making baby blankets, scarves, and hats that benefit unwed mothers, orphaned students, migrant workers, and Special Olympics participants, among others.  Come and share your time and talent, and at the same time, make wonderful friends!  Volunteers with all levels of skills are welcome. For information, call Phyllis Mueller 239-389-2714 or email bobandphylmueller@yahoo.com.

  Parish Office Volunteers are men and women who share their “time and talent” to help with a variety of staff functions and special projects throughout the year. Volunteers also assist with answering the telephone, filing, mailing, and copying as well as arranging Masses  and selling tickets to social events.  Please call Maureen in the Parish Office 239-394-5181 if you can assist. 

  Respect Life promotes parish-wide respect for human life by providing information and  sponsoring educational activities.  Participants also advocate laws that enhance life for the unborn, handicapped, elderly, terminally ill and prisoners on death row.  This ministry works closely with the Collier Pregnancy Center in Naples.  Contact Mary Ann Hansen at 239-394-2864 or maryannhansen1@msn.com

  Respite Care members help the homebound and their caregivers. Do you need a ride to a doctor’s office, a grocery store or Mass?  Do you need a few hours to do errands but worry about leaving a loved one alone?  We can help.  San Marco volunteers will drive you to where you need to go or keep your loved one company while you take a few hours for yourself. New volunteers for this important assistance are always needed and welcomed.  If you need help or would like to volunteer your time, please call Joanne Wilkes at 239-285-6132.  This ministry requires screening and fingerprinting of all volunteers.
  
  The Rosary Makers , who meet at 10 am on Tuesdays in the Parish Center, have made over 6000 knotted and cord / bead rosaries that have been sent to our troops and to missionaries all over the world.  The immense spiritual, emotional and even intellectual benefits of meditative prayer are the reasons why so many millions of people pray the Rosary regularly.  We can help to teach people about the life and message of Jesus through the mysteries of the Rosary. We receive far more requests than we can satisfy!  Join us in creating and sharing this powerful tool for deepening our faith.  They welcome your participation as well as donations toward the cost of materials and shipping.  Contact Kim Adamson at 239-394-5181, Ext. 13 

 
  San Marco Senior Women provide volunteers with the opportunity to socialize, plan outings and lunches and assist with parish projects such as mailings, inserting flyers into the parish bulletin and making decorations for the  Annual Christmas Giving Trees. They meet each Friday at 9:30 am in the conference room of the Parish Center.  Contact Carmella Lani at 239-389-4997 for more details.

  The Outreach Committee was formed by participants from the JustFaith programs, who were inspired by its Catholic Social Teaching, which is a rich treasure of wisdom about building a just society and living holy lives amidst modern society’s challenges. They follow Jesus and practice “Hands-on Christianity”. They meet to determine where the need is greatest, to promote San Marco ministries and to provide support for organizations that put a human face on the disadvantaged.  Join us! Call Bill Roche at 678-740-6560 or Jean Esposito at 239-394-9149.

  The St. Vincent de Paul Society is an international lay organization of men and women, inspired by Gospel values, who join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who need help.  This group, along with the Thrift Shop in Naples, supports Meals on Wheels through food drives.  Please help us by placing food in our donation boxes at the main entrance of the San Marco Church (on the first weekend of each month). Our Volunteers work a few hours a month and are needed to sort food donations, drive or serve as case workers who, after receiving training, meet with clients to assess their needs.  We offer help with rent, utilities, food, prescriptions or other problems.  For more information, call Rita 239-642-0093. 

  Meals on Wheels – Operating under the auspices of the St. Vincent de Paul Society, volunteers deliver meals to the elderly, disabled, recovering or homebound for about three hours one morning each or every other week.  They also provide company, support or other help. Substitute drivers who are called upon when regular drivers are not available are also needed.   This ministry is humbling and very rewarding. Training takes only one morning.  Contact Andy Wallach at 239-394-0108.

  The Soup Kitchen at Our Lady of Guadeloupe has been serving the most impoverished children and families in Immokalee for over 27 years. The Guadalupe Center started as a soup kitchen when clergy and lay people worked together to give the first “helping hand” to needy migrant workers. Last year they served hot meals to over 40,000 men, women and children. Volunteers are needed year round. On the 3rd Tuesday of every month San Marco volunteers carpool from the church at 9 am and usually return between 2 and 3 pm, depending on the number of meals served.  We set tables, prepare food, serve lunch and do light clean up. You can sign up to help during the months of your choice.    For more information contact Opi and Ray DeFalco at 239-394-3935.


“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of working, but is the same God who inspires them all in every one.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the
 common good.”  Corinthians 12:4-7


 
  The Prison Ministry involves volunteers who bring the Holy Eucharist to male and female inmates at the Naples jail and male inmates at the Hendry Prison.  Bible readings, group discussions and communion prayers are all part of the communion service. To participate in this ministry, Collier County and the State of Florida require an application and confirmation process.  Both men and women are needed for this ministry and training is provided.  Anyone interested in assisting should be a Eucharistic Minister.  As a volunteer, you can bring healing and the assurance of God’s love to the most forgotten of God’s people.  Please call Tom Walton 239-821-7557 for more information.

  Christmas Giving Trees for Children is one of the most popular charitable endeavors at our San Marco Parish.  On the first Sunday of Advent, Christmas trees in the Church are decorated with removable ornaments designating the age and gender of a child in our area who may be facing a bleak Christmas.  Gifts need to be sorted, packed and loaded into trucks.  Anyone interested in participating in this charitable ministry is most welcome!  For further information, please contact the Steve Imm at 239-394-5181.



Rev. Timothy M. Navin, Pastor
Rev. Gordon Zanetti, Parochial Vicar
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  Our parish office is opened from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm Monday through Friday.  We welcome any comments or suggestions you might have and would be delighted to answer any of your questions.  Please call one of the office staff listed below at 394-5181. 


OFFICE STAFF				                  Maureen Seabasty, Parish Secretary x10	
Kathleen Kreider, Financial Administrator x17                
Hilda Brosky, Director – Liturgy x19                                                                              
Theresa Mengelkoch, Office Assistant x14                                           
Kim Adamson, Director - Religious Education x13            Jane Simmons, Director – Music x15		            
Terry Ward, Director - Facilities  x21


If you are not registered in the parish, please take the time to fill out a registration form (located at all the entrances to the church or in the parish office.)  Membership is a condition for the reception of the Sacraments of Baptism, First Communion, Confirmation and Marriage.  Registration is also required before the parish can issue a sponsorship certificate for those asked to be a sacramental sponsor.  Our means of verifying participation is though the use of parish offertory envelopes.  If you choose not to participate in the support of the parish, or are unable to contribute at this time, please at least note your prayerful support on a “visitor” envelope and place it in the weekly offertory basket. We will then be aware of your continued participation, and you will not be noted as “inactive” on our parish records.
					



NOTES:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Out of love, place yourselves at another's service. - Galatians 5:13
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